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Vallette di Ostellato

Programme n. 3: Vallette di Ostellato (Departures at 10.00 AM; 02.30 PM)

Excursion from 10.00 AM to 01.30 PM
10.30 AM
Arrival at Ostellato, walk through the reserve Le Vallette 

01.00 PM
Return to Comacchio by coach.

Excursion from 02.30 PM to 05.00 PM
03.00 PM
Arrival at a Ostellato, walk through the reserve  Le Vallette

05.00 PM
Return to Comacchio by coach

Site description:

This site, also called "Vallette di Ostellato", is the only remnant of the ancient marsh that used to surround the village of Ostellato, drained during the great land reclamation of Valle del Mezzano. The Provincial Authority of Ferrara proclaimed Valli di Ostellato a protected natural reserve in 1975. The site, which consists of 200 ha of fresh water and land, is located in the pre-park area of the Po Delta, between two canals, Navigabile and Circondariale. The reserve includes 4 lagoons, a unique wetland biotope in the southern part of the Province of Ferrara for its wildlife diversity. 

The vegetation consists of typical fresh-water wetland flora, with reedbeds in permanently flooded areas (Ditch Reed and Cattail) white and yellow water lilies (nenuphar), Water Milfoil and Lily Grass. White Willow – which tolerates great amounts of water – grow on the banks, as do castagno d'acqua and elder. The Vallette hosts 150 species of nesting or migrant water birds out of the total 450 bird species present in Italy. They include all herons (Great White Egret, grey Heron and Purple Heron), many waders, including Black-winged Stilts, birds of prey like Marsh Harriers and Buzzards, different species of ducks, as Mallards, Pochards, Moorhens and passerines. The site is also home to many hares, pheasants, foxes, hedgehogs, marsh turtles and Coypus. Some projects for the reintroduction of species that used to inhabit the area are currently being implemented, including fallow deer, buffalo and White stork. The project My  Friend the Stork was started in 1996 by the Provincial Authority of Ferrara to re-introduce storks in the delta area. 

Duration of the excursion:

About 2 h - 2 h 30.

Tour guide:

free, courtesy of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

On-site services:

Parking area and picnic area; trailer parking area; Visitor Centre and Workshop Centre, farm hotel selling typical products, restaurant and accommodation, bike rental, electrical cars, small railway, canoes, suitable for wheelchairs. 

Distance from the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair:

about 22 km

How to get there:

From Comacchio take the Provincial Road to Ostellato. Once in the village, take the roundabout and turn left following the sign to Villaggio Natura Valli di Ostellato. After about 1 km you’ll reach the parking lot and the site.
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