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PRESS RELEASE N. 3

Taking pictures of nature and the environment. The second International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair will host photography contests, exhibitions and workshops 

COMACCHIO (FE). For the duration of the International Birdwatching Fair – April 28th to May 1st - the Po Delta Park, most suitable for nature tourism, becomes the world capital of nature photography. In the wake of last year’s success, the organisers of the Fair decided to devote ample room to photography. Directly from England, the ‘Wildlife Photographer of the Year Exhibition 2004’, organised by the Natural History Museum of London and the BBC Wildlife Magazine, will arrive in Comacchio. The exhibition is the outcome of a 21-year-old international contest, which sees the participation of the best nature photographers in the world. The contest has grown over the years, passing from 500 to 18,000 pictures. This interesting exhibition travels around the world, reaching more than 38 countries, including the United States, Brazil, Spain, Australia, China and Morocco. The exhibition in Comacchio will show the 90 pictures that won the contest and received the support of the critics, divided in 15 categories. Visitors will have the chance to see birds, mammals and plants as they were caught by the skilful eyes of professional photographers from all over the world.

Amateurs, professionals and all those who love the beauty of uncontaminated nature will have the chance to participate in photographic workshops led by the team of professional photographers  “Delta in focus” . Expert photographers can also take part in the night photographic tour of the Lagoons. 
Amateurs and professionals can also participate in the second contest of nature photography "Delta in focus", which last year met with great success due to the participation of photographers from all over Italy. Once again the winners will receive beautiful prizes offered by leading companies in the sectors of photography and optics. This national contest aims at promoting the area of the Po Delta in the Provinces of Ferrara and Ravenna, the love for photography and the respect for nature. The contest includes 5 categories: Birds, Landscape, Mammals, Plants and Flowers and Macro. The best picture will be awarded a special prize. Nital, Swarovski Optik Italia, Fowa,  Auriga,  Bignami,  Opticron,  Berlebach Stativtechnik,  Bogen Imaging Italia will be present at the fair to present their most innovative products: binoculars, cameras, telescopes, tripods, accessories. The fair will also host some of the most important magazines in the sectors of optics, photography and nature. 

In the evenings visitors can attend screening shows by professional photographers and participate in debates with the authors of the suggestive pictures. 
WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR EXHIBITION 2004

The exhibition is organised by the Natural History Museum of London and the BBC Wildlife Magazine. The first contest took place in 1964 and included only 3 categories. Now it has passed from 500 to 18,000 pictures. Thanks to the contribution of the BBC Wildlife Magazine, it has become an international contest. The exhibition now travels all around 

the world, covering 38 countries including the United States, Brazil, Spain, Australia, China,  Morocco. The exhibition is normally set up in museums, galleries, zoos and scientific research centres. The contest is organised as follows: the jury is appointed in December, promotional activities start in February, the selection takes place in May and in October the Natural History Museum hosts the prize-awarding ceremony. The jury consists of 14 experts in photography, art and nature (Frances Abraham, Richard du Toit, Tony Heald, Jennifer Jeffrey, Rosamunnd Kidman Cox, Florian Mollers, Vhris Packham, Tim Parmenter, Nik Pollard, Jonathan Scott, Pedro Silmon, Kirsten Sowry, Vickie Walters, Zoe Whishaw). The contest is divided into two classes: adults and juniors. The adult section includes the following categories: Eric Hosking Award; Gerald Durrell Award for Endangered Wildlife; Innovation Award; Animals in their Environment; Animal Behaviour: Birds; Animal Behaviour: Mammals; Animal Behaviour: All Other Animals; The Underwater World; Animal Portraits; In Praise of Plants; Urban and Garden Wildlife; From Dusk to Dawn; Composition and Form; Wild Places; The World in our Hands. The 2004 contest was won by Doug Perrine from the USA, with a picture of the undersea world. Many Italians photographers were awarded a prize at last year contest - Elio Della Ferrera, Stefano Unterthiner, Marco Marangoni, Luca Fantoni, Danilo Porta, Hugo Wassermann. To visit the exhibition on-line go to: 

http://internt.nhm.ac.uk/jdsml/wildwin/2004/index.html?src=hp_ad or http://www.nhm.ac.uk/.

THE CONTEST DELTA IN FOCUS

The International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair 2005 will host the second contest of nature photography, which already met with great success last year. The prizes for the winners are offered by leading companies in the sectors of optics and photography. There are five categories: Birds, Landscape, Mammals, Plants and Flowers and Macro. The best picture will be awarded a special prize. The pictures shall be handed in during the Fair at the infopoint of ‘Delta in focus’. They shall be saved in jpg. on a CD Rom with 300 dpi resolution, the side has to be 30 cm long. A jury of four photographers and one famous ornithologists and naturalists will select the winning pictures, which will be awarded by the exhibiting companies offering the prizes on May 1st 2005. Please download the contest regulation from www.podeltabirdfair.it. Further info by e-mail or calling 0039.0533 681816 – 681180. 

Last year more than 500 pictures participated in the contest. The final winner was Paolo Cortesi, from Castel d’Argile (BO). For the category Birds first place to Gastone Pivatelli from Bergantino (RO), second Vincenzo Parducci from Florence, third Marco Marangoni from Mirandola (MO), fourth Giacomo Naldini from Ravenna. For the category Macro: first place Valerio Zanna from Bentivoglio (BO), second Paolo Mulazzani from Cesena, third Marco Dall'Aglio from Reggio Emilia. For the category Plants and Flowers: first Marco Pavani from Ferrara, second Francesco Zambelli from Milan, third Gualtiero Meloni from Massa Finalese (MO). For the category Mammals: first Flavio Bianchedi from Granarolo Faentino (RA), second Cristian Asirelli from Gambellara (RA), third Fausto Branchi from Bologna. For the category Landscape: first Maurizio 

Brunazzi from Argenta, second Umberto Marchetti from S.Giorgio di Piano (BO), third Battista Landi from Ravenna. 

PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP 

Professional photographers, amateurs and naturalists can participate in photographic workshops with the photographers of the Delta in Focus team, all famous photographers, who have already worked in the Po Delta area. The workshops will take place both at the fair and on the field. A first introductory lesson will be followed by the workshop in the wetlands. The experts can also take part in a night tour. The workshops aim at letting people become familiar with nature through the objective. Besides, the programme for young people “Follow the Route of the Delta” will include free lessons in nature photography. 
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Comitato Promotore - Promoting Committee
Regione Emilia-Romagna, APT Servizi Regione Emilia-Romagna, Parco del Delta del Po Regione Emilia-Romagna,

Provincia di Ferrara, Provincia di Ravenna, Camera di Commercio di Ferrara, Camera di Commercio di Ravenna, 

DELTA 2000, Comune di Comacchio, Comune di Ravenna, Comune di Cervia

Con il patrocinio di - With the patronage of
LIPU – Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli, WWF Italia – Onlus, Legambiente Turismo, 

Federazione Italiana Parchi e Riserve Naturali, Touring Club Italia, EBN Italia - Euro Bird Net, 

ASOER - Associazione Ornitologi Emilia-Romagna
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