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Press Release N. 29

The International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair closes with a bang -  20% increase in the number of visitors over last year. 

30,000 visitors in 4 days and an “ invasion” of children 
COMACCHIO (FE) – A success! A success that showed on the smiles of the organisers of the Fair and is supported by record figures. The International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair, which closed on Sunday May 1st, after 4 days of exhibition and events, has registered the impressive number of 30,000 visitors, 20% more than last year– 25,000.  The figure is really surprising for a niche Fair! DELTA 2000, which organised the whole event, had the vision to turn the Fair into much more than a birdwatching fair, although birdwatching still is the most important theme of the event. The fair has become a meeting point for those who want to reflect on the value of nature and the environment. 

Let’s have a look at the record figures. We have already mentioned the number of visitors. The number of participants in tours and excursions in the Po Delta doubled over last year, with 5,400 people. The Fair was literally invaded by children. 2,200 children from 85 classes of Italian schools participated in educational initiatives, while about 1,100 children took part in the 9 environmental workshops to learn more about wildlife. 12.700 official post cards of the Fair were stamped, an unexpected success, which obliged the employees of the Italian Post Service to go back to their Post Office twice to stock up on stamps. 

The initiative “Adopt a flamingo”, organised by the Po Delta Park at the stand of Asoer – the Ornithologists’ Association of the Region Emilia Romagna – resulted in the virtual adoption of 140 flamingo chicks, which have now found a new virtual family, or rather new young parents, since most of the adoptions were subscribed by families with children. More figures concerning the Fair: 6.000 square m. of pavilions hosted 190 exhibitors, 120 journalists, 5 TV troupes from Rai Due, Rai Tre, Sky, Canale 5 and Telestense. And, last but not least, 10  foreign tour operators from Germany, Great Britain, Denmark, Japan, Canada and the US, plus 10 tour operators present as exhibitors and coming from South Africa, India, Spain, Finland and New Zealand. 22 environmental associations, representing as many European Countries, including Bulgaria, Turkey, Estonia, Portugal, Check Republic, Austria, Hungary, The Netherlands, Slovenia and Ukraine.

The President of DELTA 2000, Gabriele Melchiorri, was very satisfied and commented the success as follows “I believe that the success of this year’s Fair  shows that hard work always brings good results. But it also shows the great potential of the Delta area in terms of tourism. We appreciate the work of all the organisers. The cooperation between Development Agency, institutions, public bodies and the private sector has worked very well and can play a key role in the development of the area.” “To what extent does this kind of event influence the tourist sector?” “The impressive number of visitors and participants in the tours shows that, if our offer were always that well organised, we could register the same figures all around the year. To conclude, just a brief comment on birdwatching. The US counts 20 million birdwatchers, in China birdwatching is rapidly spreading among the young, as well as in Europe. Moreover, there are millions of people all over the world who love active holidays. This shows how much this sector can achieve in the short term.”
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Comitato Promotore - Promoting Committee
Regione Emilia-Romagna, APT Servizi Regione Emilia-Romagna, Parco del Delta del Po Regione Emilia-Romagna,

Provincia di Ferrara, Provincia di Ravenna, Camera di Commercio di Ferrara, Camera di Commercio di Ravenna, 

DELTA 2000, Comune di Comacchio, Comune di Ravenna, Comune di Cervia

Con il patrocinio di - With the patronage of
LIPU – Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli, WWF Italia – Onlus, Legambiente Turismo, 

Federazione Italiana Parchi e Riserve Naturali, Touring Club Italia, EBN Italia - Euro Bird Net, 

ASOER - Associazione Ornitologi Emilia-Romagna, INFS - Istituto Nazionale della Fauna Selvatica, 

Ufficio Scolastico Regionale Emilia-Romagna
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