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PRESS RELEASE N. 2

Press conference in Milan – presentation of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair 2005

The Fair is the biggest event in the sector in Italy and the second in Europe.

The most important novelties and the programme were presented. 

MILAN. Today, December 16th the second International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair, the Fair on nature tourism and birdwatching, which will take place in Comacchio (Ferrara) from April 28th to May 1st 2005, was presented in Milan.

This unique event, the second biggest Fair of this kind in Europe, is promoted by the Region Emilia Romagna, the Provinces of Ferrara and Ravenna and the Emilia Romagna Po Delta Park and is organised by the Local Action Group DELTA 2000.

“The event – said the President of DELTA 2000, Gabriele Melchiorri – made us understand that an increasing number of Italians are interested in nature and its values – Great Britain counts about one million birdwatchers. Therefore the Fair can become an important tool to promote the Po Delta area.” Angela Nazzaruolo (DELTA 2000) and Donato Martelli (BolognaFiere Servizi) said that the Po Delta Fair is a unique event attracting the attention of experts and amateurs, as well as of the general public, who believe in a different kind of tourism, a sustainable form of tourism that respects nature and the environment. Therefore, the programme includes educational initiatives and the involvement of schools. The stands will display the very best of binoculars, telescopes, low-impact mobility, cameras, technical clothing, specialised press, with the participation of Italian Natural Parks and some tour operators from faraway countries such as Peru, Sri Lanka and New Zealand. The Provincial Councillors of Ferrara and Ravenna, Alessandro Pierotti and Andrea Corsini, stressed that the coastal tourist resorts of Emilia and Romagna are involving tour operators in a campaign to raise awareness of the importance of nature and environmental tourism through the marketing of specific tourist packages.

The Vice-president of the Emilia-Romagna Po Delta Park Massimo Medri and the national representatives of the associations LIPU, Legambiente, WWF, and ASOER talked about the initiatives linked with the Birdwatching Fair, such as congresses, guided tours, contests, and a special initiative promoted by ASOER entitled “Adopt a flamingo”, which aims at collecting funds for ornithologists working in third world countries, particularly in Africa. 

The Po Delta Fair will also finance an international LIPU project. The Fair will host a unique photographic exhibition promoted by the Natural History Museum of London, which exhibits the pictures of unique natural landscapes by the most famous photographers. Last year the Fair counted 25,000 visitors. This year the location will be on the shore of Comacchio lagoon and the surface of the exhibition area will be doubled  to support the increasing interest in nature and wildlife. 













Comitato Promotore - Promoting Committee
Regione Emilia-Romagna, APT Servizi Regione Emilia-Romagna, Parco del Delta del Po Regione Emilia-Romagna,

Provincia di Ferrara, Provincia di Ravenna, Camera di Commercio di Ferrara, Camera di Commercio di Ravenna, 

DELTA 2000, Comune di Comacchio, Comune di Ravenna, Comune di Cervia

Con il patrocinio di - With the patronage of
LIPU – Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli, WWF Italia – Onlus, Legambiente Turismo, 

Federazione Italiana Parchi e Riserve Naturali, Touring Club Italia, EBN Italia - Euro Bird Net, 

ASOER - Associazione Ornitologi Emilia-Romagna
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