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PRESS RELEASE N. 19

The Po Delta Park of the Region Emilia Romagna hosts the second International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair

A rich exhibition, congresses, talk shows and round tables on the environment with the participation of international experts, sport events, international photography exhibitions, free excursions and environmental education. 
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COMACCHIO (FE). The beautiful scenery of the Po Delta Park will host the most important Italian event for the promotion of environment-friendly tourism and birdwatching. The second International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair is richer in events and news. Birdwatchers and all those who love to spend their holidays in contact with nature cannot miss the four-day Fair in Comacchio (from April 28th to May 1st) and its cultural, scientific, environmental, sport, and educational offer. The fair is open everyday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and the entry is free. 

The Fair

The pavilions of the Fair will be set up on the river bank Fattibello, in Comacchio. They will host the stands of leading companies in the sectors of optics; photography; art; tourism; gastronomy and food products; specialised publishing, press and media; services, products and systems for environmental sustainability; sport clothing; sport services and equipment; camping and caravans; equipment and services for birders and birdgardeners. Among the institutional bodies present at the fair are Natural Parks and protected areas, local institutions, consortia, boards and associations for the protection of the environment, ornithological and birdwatching associations. The Fair will be inaugurated on April 28th at 1.00 p.m. by the TV Journalist Licia Colò. 
Photographic exhibition “Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2004”

 April 28th will also be the opening day of the travelling exhibition on wildlife photography organised by the London Natural History Museum and the BBC Wildlife Magazine. Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2004 is an exhibition of the pictures that won the 21-year old international contest of wildlife photography. Over the years, the contest collected over 18,000 beautiful pictures, 90 thereof will be exhibited in Comacchio. The exhibition is held at the Sala dei Fuochi - Complesso Manifattura dei Marinati (via Mazzini a Comacchio) from April 28th to May 28th 2005. During the Fair the exhibition will be open from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. An eco-train will take visitors from the Fair to the exhibition. 
Wildlife photography contest “Delta in Focus”, photographic workshops and audio-visual screening shows. 

Particular attention is devoted to nature photography, both in its technical and artistic aspects. The Fair will become an outdoors photographic workshop, where internationally famous photographers will teach how to photograph nature. Experts and amateurs can participate in the second photographic contest Delta in Focus, which met with great success last year. The contest includes 5 categories: birds, landscape, mammals, plants and flowers and macro. Participants have to hand in their application form (you can download it from the site www.podeltabirdfair.it) and their photographs on a CD. The winners will be awarded prestigious prizes offered by leading companies in the sectors of optics and photography. 

Workshop. Nature photographers Roberto Zaffi and Luciano Piazza, Milko Marchetti and Sergio Stignani will hold the workshops on nature photography that will take place every day in Palazzo Bellini and in the field at Vallette di Ostellato and Valle Mandriole.

Screening of photographs. Everyday at 6 p.m. The Sala Audiovisivi at Complesso Manifattura dei Marinati will host screening shows of beautiful photographs by the best Italian nature photographers. 
“Follow the route of the Po Delta”  Student and teachers take birdwatching lessons

The Po Delta Fair 2005 has a special sector called Follow the Route of the Po Delta aimed at letting the young get to know the environment, wild birds and the fragile ecosystem of an area balanced between land and water. The initiative is organised in cooperation with environmental associations, universities, and environmental education enterprises, sponsored by the Regional School Board of Emilia Romagna. Many schools have already expressed their interest in participation. Over one thousand children and teachers, as well as many families, will take part in special lessons and workshops on birdwatching (how to recognise birds), birdgardening (how to turn your garden in the right place for birds to find food and shelter) and nature photography, as well as lessons on lagoon ecosystems and the river, to understand the path of living energy. Contests and excursions. The programme also includes free guided tours of natural sites of the Po Delta Park and the participation in different contests: the first international contest of nature painting, the nature photography contest for schools Photocontest, focusing on the ability to in recognise waterfowl, and the contest The Delta in Comics, to draw and write a story on the Delta, lead by the authors of the famous strip Diabolik. The Birdgardening contest will help children transform their schoolyard in a place suitable for birds. 
Birdwatching course
Everyday, from 5 to 6 p.m. the volunteers of the LIPU (the Italian Association for the protection of birds) will hold birdwatching lessons in the classroom of Palazzo Bellini and in the field. 
Congresses, round tables and talk shows 

Congresses. The first congress will take place on Thursday 28th from 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Sala Polivalente of Palazzo Bellini in Comacchio. The title of the congress is “Updating Bird heritage – scientific research and projects to monitor and preserve birds in European protected areas “, organised by the Po Delta Park Emilia Romagna and sponsored by Europarc Italia, Federparchi and the association Delta chiama Delta. 

On Friday 29th, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. the Sala Polivalente of Palazzo Bellini will host the second technical and scientific congress “Waterfowl – exchanging experiences”, organised by Asoer, the Ornithologists’ Association of the Region Emilia-Romagna, sponsored by the National Wildlife Institute. On the same day, from 10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. the Conference Hall of Pavilion A will host the congress entitled Environmental education meets biodiversity, organised by WWF Italia – Board for Environmental Education, followed by the round table Birdwatching in the schools, chaired by Cesare della Pietà.
Round tables and talk shows. On Thursday 28th (3.30 p.m.) the Conference Hall of Pavilion A will host a talk show chaired by Licia Colò and entitled Birdwatching in Italy and in the world. On Saturday 30th at 10 a.m. the Sala Polivalente of Palazzo Bellini will host the round table From the River Po to the Adriatic Sea – Re-qualification and valorisation proposals, organised by WWF Italia, Programme Water.

Rallies, sport events and special tours

Daily tours on horseback, by bicycle or boat will take visitors to discover the beauty of the Delta from different perspectives. The International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair proposes a special price for these tours. Reservations at the Infopoint excursions.
A special horse-riding tour organised in cooperation with the association FITE TREC-ANTE will take place on April 30th and May 1st. A nature cycling tour from Sant’Alberto-Alfonsine to Comacchio has been organised for May 1st. Caravans and trailers have a meeting point during the fair at the caravan area in Casal Borsetti, with free shuttle to the Fair. Boat and canoeing events will take place on the waterways of the Delta. 

Special events

A whole range of initiatives will enrich the programme of the Fair. ASOER proposes the initiative Adopt a flamingo. Visitors can virtually adopt one of the 1.118 flamingo chicks ringed in the Po Delta Park. On April 29th the group Wetlands II will hold a restricted meeting entitled Environmental monitoring systems and their use in the Po Delta Park at the Hotel Corallo in Marina Romea. 

The Ornithological Museum “NatuRA” will be inaugurated on April 30th at 11 a.m. at the Palazzone in Sant’Alberto. A free shuttle will take visitors from the fair to the museum. Reservation required. 

From April 28th to May 1st the post office of the Fair will cancel the stamps on the official postcard of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair 2005. 
Comacchio by night

The nights in Comacchio will be rich of events. When the Fair closes, visitors can choose among the restaurants in Comacchio offering local cuisine based on seafood and lagoon fish. Moreover, the Manifattura dei Marinati will offer gastronomic animation and typical products in cooperation with the famous chef Igles Corelli. 

On April 30th at 9.45 p.m. XX Settembre Square will host a concert of the great New York soloist John Hammond, famous for his versatile guitarist style and his strong voice. 

The restaurants and hotels of the Delta will propose special dinners with original menus and animation. 
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Comitato Promotore - Promoting Committee
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