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PRESS RELEASE N. 6

Birdwatching: an opportunity for tourism, economy and environment
COMACCHIO (FE) – An annual growth of 10% and more then 2 millions potential users: these figures turn birdwatching into one of the main resources for the future of Italian tourism. 

Birdwatching is a form of nature tourism aiming at the study of birds in their natural habitat. And birdwatching will be the focus of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair, which will take place in Comacchio from April 28th to May 1st 2005, the only event fully dedicated to nature tourism in Italy. 

Birdwatching has the potential to become the new resource of Italian tourism. International experiences on markets such as Scotland, England Spain, France and the United States lead to great expectations also for Italy. Last year, the ornithological Park Pont du Parc, on the River Rhone, in France, counted over 100,000 visitors. The visitor centre of the Spanish Park Doňana reached the astonishing figure if 200,000 visitors. These figures show the potential of this sector of tourism, which is becoming much more than a niche. There are also other encouraging indicators for nature tourism in general and birdwatching in particular. A study carried out by Giorgia Villani and Stefano Dall’Aglio for Econstat showed that the sector of environmental tourism, with a growth rate ranging from 10% to 30%, is the fastest growing sector. Within this sector, birdwatching registers an average annual growth of 10-12%. 

Birdwatching tourists have some peculiar characteristics – aged between 35 and 55 years, a medium-high cultural level, and a high spending capacity, exceeding that of other sectors. These characteristics make birdwatchers extremely “interesting” for the tourist market. Moreover, birdwatching is preferably practised in spring and autumn, which leads to a homogeneous division of tourist flows during the year. 

The example of foreign markets can encourage the Italian interest. In England, where birdwatching is quite popular, the RSPB has 1,200,000 members, and there are more than 2 millions birdwatchers- 6% of the whole population. In Italy the LIPU (the Italian Association for the Protection of Birds) has about 40,000 members, while the number of birdwatchers varies from 1,500 to 2,000. These figures show the enormous potential for future growth and the importance birdwatching can acquire in terms of sustainable development. It has also to be noted that birdwatchers combine their activity with cultural and gastronomic offers, since birdwatchers are generally respectful of the environment and interested in local traditions and attractions.

At the moment, there are no Italian tour operators offering birdwatching packages. Reference markets for birdwatchers have always been European markets, the States and South Africa. This is a unique opportunity for Italy to catch up with other countries. According to a study carried out by the Universities of Ferrara and Venice, the Po Delta area (in the regions Emilia-Romagna and Veneto) has all the necessary characteristics – especially from the environmental point of view, to reach a leading position on the market, resulting in great satisfaction for Italian tourism in the short term. 













Comitato Promotore - Promoting Committee
Regione Emilia-Romagna, APT Servizi Regione Emilia-Romagna, Parco del Delta del Po Regione Emilia-Romagna,

Provincia di Ferrara, Provincia di Ravenna, Camera di Commercio di Ferrara, Camera di Commercio di Ravenna, 

DELTA 2000, Comune di Comacchio, Comune di Ravenna, Comune di Cervia

Con il patrocinio di - With the patronage of
LIPU – Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli, WWF Italia – Onlus, Legambiente Turismo, 

Federazione Italiana Parchi e Riserve Naturali, Touring Club Italia, EBN Italia - Euro Bird Net, 

ASOER - Associazione Ornitologi Emilia-Romagna
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