[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]




PRESS RELEASE N. 22

Tomorrow in Comacchio, WWF Italia, Assonautica and Federparchi will sign the agreement on environment-friendly tourist navigation on the Po River 

COMACCHIO (FE) – The agreement for the definition of guidelines for environment-friendly tourist navigation on the Po River will be signed tomorrow during the round table of the Congress organised in the framework of the International Birdwatching Fair in Comacchio by WWF Italia ‘From the Po River to the Adriatic Sea - Proposals for re-qualification and valorisation of the environment’. The agreement will be signed by the President of the WWF Fulco Pratesi, who will be in Comacchio tomorrow. “We want to come up with concrete shared solutions – said Pratesi – to be proposed to the Basin Authority of the Po River and the relevant institutions dealing with tourist navigation”.

The Po River is the biggest natural “corridor” between the Alps and the Adriatic Sea. We cannot consider it a big infrastructure for our Country or just a waterway. We need to recover its ecosystem. The agreement envisages the setting up of a special committee of experts proposed by the signatories. The committee will work for a year at drawing up guidelines for economically and environmentally feasible proposals for tourist navigation in the Basin of the Po. 

Yesterday, in the framework of the Fair, experts, researchers and teachers participated in the Congress organised by WWF Italia to bring together environmental education and biological and cultural diversity. “With this congress the WWF aims at the valorisation of numerous environmental experiences on biological and cultural diversity - said Maria Antonietta Quadrelli, responsible for the Educational Department of WWF Italia – The Congress saw the participation of University Professors, associations and teachers with different backgrounds, who underlined how education is focussing more and more on understanding the increasing complexity of our society, which is made up of an increasing number of cultures and an ever-changing living environment. " 

The Congress also saw the kick off of the new environmental education programme for primary and middle schools, which focuses on discovery and valorisation of biodiversity. WWF Italia created a package of environmental education “notebooks” for school classes members of the Panda Club, the association of the WWF with a yearly membership of 5.000 classes. The notebooks, edited by the magazine Scienza and sponsored by the Italian Corps of Foresters, Federparchi and the  Union of Italian Provinces, consists in a guide for teachers, rich in information, detailed studies and suggestions to organise class activities and special comic books for schoolchildren. 
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Comitato Promotore - Promoting Committee
Regione Emilia-Romagna, APT Servizi Regione Emilia-Romagna, Parco del Delta del Po Regione Emilia-Romagna,

Provincia di Ferrara, Provincia di Ravenna, Camera di Commercio di Ferrara, Camera di Commercio di Ravenna, 

DELTA 2000, Comune di Comacchio, Comune di Ravenna, Comune di Cervia

Con il patrocinio di - With the patronage of
LIPU – Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli, WWF Italia – Onlus, Legambiente Turismo, 

Federazione Italiana Parchi e Riserve Naturali, Touring Club Italia, EBN Italia - Euro Bird Net, 

ASOER - Associazione Ornitologi Emilia-Romagna, INFS - Istituto Nazionale della Fauna Selvatica, 

Ufficio Scolastico Regionale Emilia-Romagna
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