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PRESS RELEASE N. 21
The International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair 2005 is ready to start

Licia Colò inaugurated the Fair of nature tourism set up on the river bank Fattibello in Comacchio

COMACCHIO (FE). The second International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair, set up on the river bank Fattibello in Comacchio, was inaugurated yesterday morning and will be open until Sunday. The Fair was officially inaugurated by the TV journalist Licia Colò, whose opening words were “It is easy to love this area, it is so beautiful.” The press conference was opened by the President of Delta 2000 Gabriele Melchiorri, who quoted in his intervention all the important cultures that developed in the Po Delta area. Then Melchiorri left the floor to the “hosts” of the event, the Mayor of Comacchio Maria Cristina Cicognani and the President of the Po Delta Park Valter Zago, who voiced their satisfaction for the success of the event, which has doubled in size over last year. 

After the welcome speeches of the President of the Province of Ferrara Piergiorgio Dall’Acqua and the Councillor of Tourism of the Province of Ravenna Andrea Corsini, Licia Colò handed over a cheque for 7,000 euros to the General Director of LIPU Elena D’Andrea. The donation was made by the organisation of the Fair to fund a project of sustainable tourism in Ukraine. The Vice-president of the Region Emilia Romagna Flavio Delbono talked about the Region’s commitment for the environment, ranging from regional regulations for the protection of the environment to the management plan of integrated coastal areas. The inauguration was followed by a talk show, which saw the participation of Angela Nazzaruolo, Director of Delta 2000; Guido Gennari, Special Representative of BF Servizi; the representatives of environmental associations Marco Lambertini, Director of Birdlife International; Elena D’Andrea, Director of Lipu (Italian Association for the Protection of Birds); Luciano Ruggieri, President of Ebn Italia; Luciano Mornacchi of the  Touring Club; Andrea Agapito Ludovici, responsible for the Water Department of WWF Italia; Roberto Tinarelli, President of Asoer (Association of Ornithologists of the Region Emilia Romagna); Luigi Rambelli, President of Legambiente Turismo. 

Licia Colò confirmed her commitment to the environment, mentioning some examples of cities, like Taiwan, which are now completely built and “full of concrete” and stressing the luck to live in a natural and healthy environment. After the official inauguration, the authorities boarded the electrical train that took them to the Sala Fuochi of Manifattura dei Marinati for the opening of the ‘Wildlife Photographer of the Year 2004’, a travelling photographic exhibition organised by the Natural History Museum of London and the BBC Wildlife Magazine. In the afternoon, Licia Colò chaired a well-attended talk show entitled ‘Birdwatching in Italy and in the World’.

The Fair, which registered a substantial flow of visitors already in its first day, will be open everyday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Entry  is free. 

Everyday from 5 to 6 p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. onwards, the volunteers of LIPU will give birdwatching lessons at Palazzo Bellini and in the field. 

The programme includes daily excursions in the Po Delta Park on horseback, by bicycle and by motorboat, to give visitors the opportunity to discover the beauty of the area from different points of view. On April 30th and May 1st, the organisers of the Fair, in cooperation with the Association FITE TREC-ANTE, organise two horse-riding tours. Cyclists can participate in the environmental tour from Sant’Alberto-Alfonsine to Comacchio on May 1st. During the Fair, caravans and trailers have a meeting area in Casal Borsetti, with a shuttle service to the Fair. The waterways of the Delta will host nautical and canoeing rallies. 

The programme of the Fair also includes a whole range of other initiatives. At the stand of ASOER visitors can virtually adopt one of the 1.118 flamingo chicks ringed in Comacchio and living in the Po Delta Park. 

Until May 1st,  visitors can have the stamp on the official postcard of the Po Delta Birdwatching Fair 2005 cancelled at the post office of the Fair. In the evening visitors can choose among many typical restaurants in Comacchio and their seafood and lagoon cuisine. At Manifattura dei Marinati cooking and wine tasting with the famous chef Igles Corelli. 
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Comitato Promotore - Promoting Committee
Regione Emilia-Romagna, APT Servizi Regione Emilia-Romagna, Parco del Delta del Po Regione Emilia-Romagna,

Provincia di Ferrara, Provincia di Ravenna, Camera di Commercio di Ferrara, Camera di Commercio di Ravenna, 

DELTA 2000, Comune di Comacchio, Comune di Ravenna, Comune di Cervia

Con il patrocinio di - With the patronage of
LIPU – Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli, WWF Italia – Onlus, Legambiente Turismo, 

Federazione Italiana Parchi e Riserve Naturali, Touring Club Italia, EBN Italia - Euro Bird Net, 

ASOER - Associazione Ornitologi Emilia-Romagna, INFS - Istituto Nazionale della Fauna Selvatica, 

Ufficio Scolastico Regionale Emilia-Romagna


_1162138927.psd

