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PRESS RELEASE N. 16

Licia Colò at the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair 2005

COMACCHIO (FE). From the TV show At the Foot of the Kilimanjaro to the Po Delta Park. The TV presenter and journalist Licia Colò will arrive in Comacchio on April 27th to open the International Fair of Birdwatching and Nature Tourism, which will be inaugurated on April 28th on the river bank Fattibello. 
What does Licia Colò think of birdwatching? 

I believe it is a beautiful and pleasant activity, in direct contact with nature. But you need to learn how to do it. Birdwatching might sound complicated, but it is extremely natural, interesting and instructive, for both children and grown-ups. 

What about birdwatching in Italy? 

Birdwatching is not as popular in Italy as it is in other European Countries. There is still a lot of work to do to promote this beautiful hobby. Birdwatching in Italy is still limited and needs to be promoted as a way to learn more about wildlife and experience nature in an intelligent way. 

Nature witnesses a never-ending struggle for survival between fish and birds, especially in wetland areas. This causes the intolerance of fishermen towards birdwatching. What is your opinion on the matter? 

These are just excuses. It is enough to think of the constant killing of seals in Canada. According to estimates, more then two millions seals will be killed in the next months. And why? Because seals eat mackerels, allegedly jeopardising the delicate ecological balance of the area, and man feel obliged to intervene. But we do not own the planet and man cannot just decide to intervene. Wildlife is not as rich as it used to be and man needs to learn that sometimes there is a small price to pay. 

Why has Licia Colò chosen to be the guest of honour of the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair 2005?

For two reasons: first, because I love the beautiful area of the Po Delta; second, because I’m curious to see what will be exhibited at a fair devoted to birdwatching and nature tourism. I’ll go to Comacchio both as a journalist and as a curious visitor. 

So you have already been in the Po Delta Park? 

Yes, and I have to say it is the area where I saw the highest number of birds. An ideal birdwatching area, since birdwatching can be practised only in naturally intact areas. 
Do you believe that the Fair can play a role in promoting birdwatching? 

Yes, particularly if birdwatching is seen also as a source of income, a way to combine economic development with the protection of the environment. This makes me think of something the Director of Kenyan Parks once told me “You have banks protected by armed guards, we have parks, they are our richness”; 

Do you think it is right to “exploit” natural areas for tourism? 

I think of the Yellowstone Park in the US, which is always covered in snow during the winter and therefore hardly accessible. Some years ago, during a trip, I saw a motor sleight dashing on the mountains in the middle of winter and I was surprised at the idea. After some time, I went back to Yellowstone and discovered that the famous park was literally assaulted by tourists on motor sleights during the winter. This is about letting people visit a beautiful park in a period of the year when normally nobody visited the area. But motor sleights are extremely invasive, since they are very noisy and in open contrast with the natural environment. I am a bit of an extremist, but I think you need to find the right balance …  

Paola Vancini

Press office Mediatel 














Comitato Promotore - Promoting Committee
Regione Emilia-Romagna, APT Servizi Regione Emilia-Romagna, Parco del Delta del Po Regione Emilia-Romagna,

Provincia di Ferrara, Provincia di Ravenna, Camera di Commercio di Ferrara, Camera di Commercio di Ravenna, 

DELTA 2000, Comune di Comacchio, Comune di Ravenna, Comune di Cervia

Con il patrocinio di - With the patronage of
LIPU – Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli, WWF Italia – Onlus, Legambiente Turismo, 

Federazione Italiana Parchi e Riserve Naturali, Touring Club Italia, EBN Italia - Euro Bird Net, 

ASOER - Associazione Ornitologi Emilia-Romagna, INFS - Istituto Nazionale della Fauna Selvatica, 

Ufficio Scolastico Regionale Emilia-Romagna
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