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PRESS RELEASE N. 10

Educational workshops and creative contests at the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair 2005
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Comacchio (Fe). The International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair, taking place in Comacchio from April 28th to May 1st, will devote great attention to schools and young people. Informal learning modules officially acknowledged by the Regional Board for Schools will include workshops and lessons for both teachers and schoolchildren from primary to secondary school. The initiative is part of a pilot project for the creation of a network of schools in the framework of the EU Initiative LEADER+, led by the Local Action Group DELTA 2000. 

Educational workshops

Educational workshops and modules for schools – from April 28th to May 1st – and families – from April 30th to May 1st – include 9 different itineraries from the introduction to birdwatching, to birdgardening, wildlife photography and the study of the ecosystem of wetlands and the tools necessary to observe it. Children will explore the synergy among the different forms of wildlife, study the fascinating world of insects and discover the water resources of the Po Delta, in order to understand the importance of nature and its conservation. They will tour the lagoons of Comacchio to look at herons, avocets, mallards and other bird species of the Po Delta. 

A unique opportunity to get to know one of the most interesting ecosystems in Europe, taking advantage of the suggestions and explanations of experts as the professors of the LIPU (Italian Association for the Protection of Birds) and EBN (Euro Bird Network), who will lead the children and their family through unforgettable experiences. 

In order to make learning more fun, schoolchildren and teachers will be engaged in new and amusing challenges: 

The national competition for schools "Photocontest", an original quiz  with Sgarzy the Egret and its bird friends.  
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Each participating class will receive an envelope containing a bird checklist, i.e. a list of the birds they have to recognise. All the checklist will then be examined and the class that recognised the higher number of birds will win the competition. 

The Birdgardening contest, linked with the educational workshop Tweety in the Garden , which will show children and teachers how to turn their schoolyard in the perfect place to host birds. Children will then be able to study birds throughout the school year, watching their little guests in their natural habitat. 

The first ten classes to apply will receive the necessary material: a manual, artificial nests and feeding trays. 

The initiative Delta in comics is targeted at those children that love drawing. They will be asked to make up a story set in the Po Delta with the characters of Glauco, Dario, the Egret, and many others, to tell the story of this area rich in history, traditions and nature.

The winners (one class for each school level) will participate in a comic-drawing workshop at the International Po Delta Birdwatching Fair, which will be held by Studio Inventario of Giuseppe Palumbo (authors of Diabolik, Martin Mystere, Ramarro).

To enter for contests and educational workshops please contact DELTA 2000 Tel. 0533 681816-681180. deltaduemila@tin.it
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Comitato Promotore - Promoting Committee
Regione Emilia-Romagna, APT Servizi Regione Emilia-Romagna, Parco del Delta del Po Regione Emilia-Romagna,

Provincia di Ferrara, Provincia di Ravenna, Camera di Commercio di Ferrara, Camera di Commercio di Ravenna, 

DELTA 2000, Comune di Comacchio, Comune di Ravenna, Comune di Cervia

Con il patrocinio di - With the patronage of
LIPU – Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli, WWF Italia – Onlus, Legambiente Turismo, 

Federazione Italiana Parchi e Riserve Naturali, Touring Club Italia, EBN Italia - Euro Bird Net, 

ASOER - Associazione Ornitologi Emilia-Romagna, INFS - Istituto Nazionale della Fauna Selvatica, 

Ufficio Scolastico Regionale Emilia-Romagna
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